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Commoner of England, 


TO 


HIS 


Fellow Commoners 


Mr Speaker, | 

H E preſent Providence deſerves our 

moſt ſerious thoughts ; and truly Sir I 
- cannot bur ſay that we are extreamly ob- 
ligd to the greuc Guodnc.ſ{5s and Velour of the 
Prizce of Orange, who with ſuch hazard and ex- 
pence, has brought us ſo ſeaſonable and eminent 
, a Deliverance from Popery, and (I hope) from 
" Arbitary Power allo; Sir, we cannot give him too 
much, unleſs we give him more then our own; 
the Crown | mean: Woe have been of a 
long time taught, that it is not the gift or work 
of SubjeAts: Sovereign Prixzces have made bold 
with one another, but I am of "opinion, what- 
eyer tnalice may fuggeſt againſt his Highneſs, he 
has too noble a Soul to be guilty of ſuch an at- 
tempt; he came not hither for greatneſs, he 
has it of his own, aad brought it with him, and 
values being Opiimwe more then Maxim , 
which is the beſt way of joyning that Imperial 
Stile together, Optimus Maximus; I ſay, Iam 


confident it is more then he will judge ; Proper to 


XEcalte ame Jo. ly wWAll LISLMA iT LL tor his 
glory to reduce the Monarchy to its Fuſt and Legal 
Eftabliſhmext, then to be Kzng himſelf; and to 
ſecure us againſt Popery, then ro lead us into the 
Errors of it, of which the moſt peKtilent are the 
Depoling Ptinces, and bzeaking Fauh with 
Pereticks, The Prizce is too great a Diſciple 
both of Religion and Honour, not to be ſatisfied 
with our doing what is agreeable ro them, and 
let not us preſs him out of his own Sentiments, 
which have been the greateſt and moſt Heroick 
that have appear'd in this latter Age of the 
World ; leaſt whilſt we haye taken Arms to re- 
dreſs Grievances, we draw alp-greater npon our 
{eives, and that as well from abroad as at home ; 
for Sir, when we believe Catholick Princes to 
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have a Zeal ſo unreaſonably fierce and unſafe to 
other People, we. cannot at the ſame time think 
they will tamely ſuffer aCatho/ickKzng to be kept 
our uf ais A-zg "for little more then Eciug log 
and I amafraid that this Procecdure may Pprecis 
pitate Treland into extremities, and it it (hould 
follow the Kz»g to France, all ſober ſenſible men 
know of what ill conſequenee a revolt to that 
Crows may be to this Kingdom; we ſhall then 
inſteed of Invading' Fraxce, find difficulties to 
preſerve our own ; nor for what 1 ſee.,are we ſure 
of being at Peace here: The Tide has migiui- 
ly abated ſince the Kings going from Rocheſter. 
Thoſe that wiſhed hisHumilation in the Govern- 
meat; will by no means hear of his Fxc/aſion ana 
perdition from the Crown; They either believe 
the fault none of his, or not of weight enough to 
juſtifie ſo extraordinary an Example. Kzngs 
muſt ſee and hear by the Eyes aud Ears of others, 


which makes it their Misfortune rather then 
their Crimes PR REP Su 1- anli{d 5 W © ZING alſo 


of a Church that has been ſingular for her Hoee' 
our and Deferenceto Kings, and if we haye any 
for her, I thiak we ought to tread tenderly ins 
this Point; and that we may be juſt, two things 
compel us taſfit for our own ſake. The firſt iS, 
that the molt of che things cthat-made the King's 
Government ſo obnoxiuus; have already beers 
done 1t this, we have had a Liſpenſirg Power ex- 
erciled both at taerer and Loxuon; we have had 
Free Quarters conſt-aurd in almoſt all places 
where the Dutch =. rmy has marched ; we have 
in great part a Pop;ſh Arn.y too, thothat was one 
of the moſt crying Oicnces we objeRed to the 
ng and from which we drew the moſt popu- 
lar Notions of our infecurit, ; The very Money 
that is now recciving, Was asked with Two dr- 
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mies 0x foot, and all men will conclude it was ill 
retuiing a Propoſal ſo ſeconded ; and how far 
our famous Pez-tzon of Right may be concern'd 
in this, cc Gentlemea of the Law muft deter- 
mine ; bur dare ſay this very Loan could not 
eſcape it under a lawtul Prince, and under our 
preſent cucumſtances we cannot reaſonably 
t11ink the Caſe betrer. Nor, Mr Speaker, is this 
al), thc ſecond reaſon tor our temper 1s, the little 
truch that at laſt appears jn thole many Stories 
that above any thing ſeem'd to alien the Hearts 
of tize Subjects from his Majeſty, and to diffolve 
thar tye of Aifcion,and Duty they had to 
him, as his SubjeEts : Buch as che alarums we had 
here of a French Invation, the Kzngs ſelling the 
Kingauom for five Millions ſterling ; the 1riſh 
Killing Man, Women and Child upon the Roads; 
the Fceach embarked for the Weſt, but met and 
ſunk by the Dutch, the forty Thouſand new faſhis 
oned Knives of Slaughter, the Queens Back-door 
for bringing to Bed a falſe Child ; her Cuffing the 
F arl of Craven and the Princeſs Ann, with forty 
more of that ſtamp, that Te has proved as ma=- 


Iicious as falſe: How much they have influen- 
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thy of our jult thoughts and cenſure ; and in m 

opinion, that calls upon us as loudly for a ſpeedy 
Reparation, Mr Speaker, theſe are the things 
that have driven the King out of Ezglaxd, and 
if it can be prov'd that the Prince of Wales is an 
impoſter, aud that there was a League with France 
Fo cut off Proteſtants ; 1 think nothing that has 
bcfallen him roo hard meaſure for him; but 
Mr Speaker, it is upon no other rerms that the 
Feopl. of Ezgland will part with their King, or 
with any patience think of the uſage he has had 
upon that ſuppolition : Bur it is objeCted, that 
ſoine of thoſe that were in Arms, are under appre- 
herfion leaſt their Eſtates and Lives ſhould be at 
the viercy of the Kzng, if he Returns; I think 
the King will be fo tar from expeCting, and the 
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Zlemen that have been the noble Allertors of our 
Engliſh Libertiesat thi> JanQture, mult be poſt- 
ed m the greatelt places of Honour and Truſt ; 


-» T hope the King melt wall {ce this Intereſt to 


leave off little and paraſitical Favorites, and be 
willing that ſuch be Imployed in all his Aﬀairs 
as his People can confide 1n, and as will uſe their 
preterment tor the honour of their Prize, and 
the good of the Subjets. 

 TheObeRjon againſt the Kings Return,upon 
the accompr of having qe tore | his Kingdoms by 
going into Fraxce, Tam aſtoniſhed at ; for ifthat 
Kingdom be not his Right, why is it a part of 


J 

to apprehend himſelf in danger, without making 

2 Demiſe, Forfeiture, Surrender or © Abdication of 
the Crown of Exgland. Mr Speaker, I fear 

that if I have not tired your patience, I have 

been at leaft over leng for ſome Members of a 

contrary Judgment, who fit in this Convention, 

and therefore I ſhall enly add, this humble Cau- 
tion, that our Convention conſider well their 

Power, which I humbly conceive is too ſcanty 

to be able to make a new King, tho it may call 
home that to whom we have mot, if not all of us 
Sworn Aligiance ; nay, let me ſay further, that 

if our Caſe was lo deſperate, that no remedy 

would ſerve but creating a new King, our Con- 

vention has not exough of our fellow Subjects for 

the reſt to be concluded by. | When things are 
tranſaQed according to the known Laws and an- 
tient Cuſtoms, the «ſua! Deputies may deliver 
and ftate the Intentions of the People, but when 
ſo many and great alterations muſt be made 10 
the Building, that 1s to be for the common conve- 
niency,every Man thinks himſelf worthy to be 
conſulted. as well as the greateſt Architect, when 
he is to dwell inthe Houſe : Parliaments that 
are called hy Kings, cannot make Kings, and CA 
Convention not called by a King, and as narrow 
bottom'd as a Parliament,is yet leſs then aParlia- 
ment, becauſe it wants the SanCtion that a Pars 
liament has. If then it ſeems a Sytlagztim, that 
a Mecting leſs then a Parliament can make 2 
King. without whom a Parliament cannot be ; 
W hat ſhall wethink of this Conventions maxing 
a King of him that makes the Convention < 
Can they aQt lawfully upoa an unlawful call ? 
or an unlawful Convention make him a lawful 
King? weare taught by an Engliſh Proverb, 
that 20 Stream riſes higher then its Fountain ;, how 
is it then poſſible tor themro give him Authority 
to govern that have noxe but what they receive from 
him, who-by our Law, can have none to give. 
Sir, this is neither more nor leſs then for his 
Highneſs ro make himſelf King, by a medium 
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42S 1t 15 above us to think of it. 1 heretore it we 
mult goto that work, let us call in more heads 
to our affiitance ; but I rather adviſe, and hum- 
bly move, that we pray the Prince, who has 
been our De/iverer to be our Arbitrator, to give 
due Limits tothe Prerogative aud our Liberty, to 
{ecure us, that are the Proteſtant SubjeQs, in our 
Religion,and to ſhow theKing what ſort of liber- 
ty he only ought to expett tor his Roman Ca- 
tholick Subje&s. TI ay, let us beſeech him 70 cal 
back the King for thoſe great Exds, the accompliſh- 
ing of which will make both King and Kingdom 
happy, and the Gxegt Prince of Oraxge Renouned 


w. him to do, 


- 
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his Title; andif it be, he may viſit that as well in all the Biftonie$ of Exrope, as well as in our 
as any other of his Territories, if he has Reaſon Innuals. 5 
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